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2014 ORGANIC SURVEY

OVERVIEW

The primary purpose of the 2014 Organic Survey is to 
collect price information at the commodity level along with 
acreage, production, sales and other information for a 
variety of organic crops and livestock commodities.
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2014 ORGANIC SURVEY

OVERVIEW (cont)

• Conducted by NASS in collaboration with USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency (RMA).

• Previous organic  production surveys conducted in 2011 and 
2008.

• One of 4 surveys in NASS’ Program for Organic Producers.
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2014 ORGANIC SURVEY

WHY THE SURVEY IS IMPORTANT 

Census of Agriculture Act of 1997 (Public Law 105-113) -
requires the Secretary of Agriculture to conduct an agriculture 
census every five years and requires anyone who receives the 
census questionnaire to respond. As a special study to the 
2012 Census of Agriculture, the 2014 Organic Survey 
encompasses the same requirements. 
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2014 ORGANIC SURVEY

WHY THE SURVEY IS IMPORTANT 

• From the 2012 Census of Agriculture:

o Sales by organic U.S. farms increased by 83% from 2007
o Sales from certified/exempt farms totaled over $3.1 billion
o42% of organic farms sell directly to consumers 
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2014 ORGANIC SURVEY

WHY THE SURVEY IS IMPORTANT (cont)

The 2014 Organic Survey is a complete inventory of all 
known organic producers that are:

• certified organic,
• exempt from certification, or
• transitioning to certified organic
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2014 ORGANIC SURVEY

HOW DATA WILL BE USED

Census of Agriculture Act of 1997 (Public Law 105-113) & 
Confidential Information Protection and Statistical 
Efficiency Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-347) - protects your 
identity and your data. The information you provide is 
confidential and may only be used for statistical purposes. 
It is protected from legal process and may not be used for 
purposes of taxation, investigation, or regulation. 
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2014 ORGANIC SURVEY

HOW DATA WILL BE USED (cont)

• USDA’s Risk Management Agency: to offer insurance that 
better reflects the coverage needs of organic producers.

• USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service: to improve 
land conservation initiatives.

• USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service: to allow for more 
exports of organic agricultural products.
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2014 ORGANIC SURVEY

HOW TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY

• By mail using a questionnaire mailed to you by February 13, 2015. 
• By phone with the assistance of a knowledgeable or trained 

personal interviewer beginning in March.
• By the internet using the survey code printed on your 

questionnaire by April 3, 2015.
• Data will be published in August.
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HOW TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY (cont)

• Go to agcounts.usda.gov
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2014 ORGANIC SURVEY

HOW TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY (cont)

• Enter the Survey Code on your mailing label
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2014 ORGANIC SURVEY

HOW TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY (cont)

• Detailed instructions for every section in the questionnaire is 
available on the Ag Census website at
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/Organic_Survey/.

• Contact NASS Customer Service via email at nass@nass.usda.gov
or toll free at 1-888-424-7828.
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• Future projects

o2015 Organic Certifiers
o2016 Organic Prices
o2016 Organic Certifiers 

o2017 Organic Certifiers
o2017 Census of Ag
o2018 Organic Certifiers 

ADDITIONAL ORGANIC INFORMATION
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2014 ORGANIC SURVEY

ADDITIONAL ORGANIC INFORMATION (cont)

oNational Organic Program (NOP): 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop

oNOP Fact Sheet:         
http://www.ams.usda.gov/NOPFactSheets

oOrganic Agriculture:                                    
http://www.usda.gov/organic
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QUESTIONS?

Betsy Rakola
Organic Policy Advisor
Betsy.Rakola@osec.usda.gov
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